Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  10/16/13
[bookmark: _GoBack]Members present: Darryl Decker, Stephanie Hays-Mussoni, Scott Hess, Kevin McCurdy, Scott Zimmerman.  Other community member present: Elijah Welch.  Visitor from IDEM present: Susan Harrington.
The Meeting began at 8:10 am
The meeting started with a round of introductions for our visitor from the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM), Susan Harrington.  Susan gave an overview of IDEM programs, including a “Quality of Life” plan to help smaller communities with issues such as good recordkeeping and communicating to the community about environmental quality.  The CLEAN community program encourages a systematic approach of continuous improvement, above and beyond environmental compliance.  It is a three-year, renewable program; groups are required to make an annual report that tracks their progress.  
There has been talk of extending the CLEAN program to four years and reducing the goals from five to four, to make pursuit of those goals more manageable; and sending out more press releases about community successes in the program.  CLEAN holds an annual meeting and occasional conference calls, for coordinating and networking; it offers a variety of incentives, in terms of enhanced availability of funding opportunities and more streamlined regulatory processes.
Scott Zimmerman reviewed Richmond’s five goals, under the current CLEAN program.  These goals include: increase the amount of walking and bike trails in the city, hopefully as part of a Complete Streets ordinance, including adding five miles of paved trails by 2014; enhance collection and disposal of medical drugs in order to improve water quality (hopefully workinog together with the Richmond Police Department); increase plantings of native tree species, especially replacing vegetation in the major sanitary project area, along the river; collect and dispose of improperly dumped tires, which contnues to be a major problem; and reduce chemical contamination of stormwater runoff, with spill prevention and procedures.  
Susan Harrington discussed possibiities of communities changing goals during the CLEAN program.  We discused Richmond’s tire-collecting goal and some of the challenges we face in meeting it.  We discussed the pssoibility of CLEAN combining with Community Development, to come up with more incentives to draw communities into the program.
We ended by discussing plans for our upcoming Recycling Summit on Friday, Nov. 15th.  
The Meeting adjourned at 9:10 am. 
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