[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  8/17/16
Members present: Smirthy Ganesan, Marty Hancock, Scott Hess, Stephen Hughes, Patrick Rinehart, Alison Zajdel, and Richmond Council liaison Kelley Cruse-Griffin.
The meeting began at 8:35 am, in the Community Room in the City Building.
We approved the minutes from the July meeting.
We began with an overview of current and pending Commission projects.  We are going to start keeping a running log, of projects we have undertaken and completed and what work still remains to be done on them.
Alison reported that seven episodes of the Environmentally Speaking public television show have been filmed this summer—excellent progress!  Episodes are available for viewing on the WCTV website < https://wgtv.viebit.com/ >.  We brainstormed possibilities for future episodes. Ideas included: urban gardening; pond management; Ahaus Tool and Engineering; Dutch Acre Farms (an Organic Valley dairy north of town); farmer Brad in Greensfork (who has an innovative system for raising chickens); and a show offering an overview of sustainability and self-sufficiency laws in Richmond.
Other ongoing projects include: 
· local industrial recycling exchange website, hosted by EDC. Curtis is still working on this initiative, which has been delayed while EDC upgrade their website.
· needle exchange program, currently run by the Richmond police.  Pat reports far fewer needles in the recycling in recent months.  The member of the police department who runs this program may be retiring soon, so we need to follow up and make sure the program continues.  We will ask Joe to continue to follow up in this area and also develop a brief marketing campaign for this initiative.
· energy efficiency, following up on Heapy Engineering’s meeting with us and various local officials last month. Heapy may be able to help with more energy-efficient streetlights in particular, beginning with an audit; and with McBride Stadium, which has been a long-time energy sink.  
· recycling in Richmond Parks.  We responded to Park Superintendent Denise Retz’s request to help develop a recycling program by generating some initial recommendations; Allison still needs to follow up with a meeting with Denise.  The dog park at Middlefork Reservoir might function as an initial trial area.  If so, we will need good signage there.  Pat and Kelley will work on this pilot initiative.
· Richmond/ Wayne County Sustainability Guide.  We currently have a mass of rough materials for the guide, but need to go back over it, fill out sections, and decide on an overall format and organization.  This project has been an hold for a few months as we take up other, pressing issues, but is something for us to return to eventually.
· recycling in general.  We should continue to work on this area, which has been long-term initiative, to see if we can continue to make further progress.  If will be important to have Elijah as well as Pat at future meetings discussing recycling.
Scott can’t make the regular meeting time for the next three months because of an unavoidable conflict in his fall teaching schedule.  Everyone present was able to change the meeting time to the third Thursday of the month during that period, at the same time and the same place, so that’s when we will meet beginning in September.  Stephen will work on the room reservation and media publicization of the new time.
The meeting adjourned at 9:25 am.
