[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  5/18/16
Members present: Scott Hess, Curtis Healton, Marty Hancock, Stephen Hughes, Kevin McCurdy, and Alison Zajdel; and council liaison Kelley Cruse-Griffin.
The meeting began at 8:35 am, in the Community Room in the City Building.
We began by electing our officers for the year: Alison Zajdel as Chair; Curtis Healton as Vice-Chair; and Scott Hess as Secretary
We then generated and discussed ideas for the upcoming WCTV production dates: May 24, June 8, and July 15.  The episodes to be filmed on May 24 have already been scheduled: 9 am at the Joseph Moore Museum; 11:30 am, with Denise Retz of the Richmond Parks Dept; and 2:30 pm on industrial wastewater treatment.  We scheduled 9 am on June 8 for production of the show on the Earlham Farm initiative.  We will also generated the following topics for the five other June 8 and July 15 production slots: a show on home and community food gardening (including potentially Townsend Center and Sprout of Control); invasive species; SPUR, including discussion of their recent $200k grant combined with general discussion of SPUR’s history in promoting recreational areas and trail; an environmental education show at the Boy and Girls club; and a show on local foods, including Radfords and the Kitchen at the Loft.  Other future possibilities include a show on bicycling and smart streets; and a show on Community Supported Agriculture (profiling for instance Golliher’s Farm).
We also discussed the possibility of including children for Boys and Girls Club and Girls Inc. as “co-anchors” for shows.  We will ask both organizations to suggest children who would be interested in filling this role on June 8 and July 15. Alison will meet with the children in advance of the shows to brief them and ask them to do some research on the topic in advance to prepare.
We then came back to Denise Retz’s request, to help develop a recycling plan for Richmond parks and other public facilities.  We need to start by asking other, similarly sized and resourced communities in the area what they have done to implement recycling in parks.  We divided up research responsibilities, to report back on what we find at our meeting next month: Kevin will look into the Dayton suburbs area; Kelley, Muncie; Marty, the Indianapolis suburbs; Alison, the  Fort Wayne/ Angola area; Scott, Anderson and Greenwood; and Stephen, the Cleveland area.  We should ask especially if parks have been able to implement recycling without increasing staffing; how parks recycling is staffed (through sanitation or separately); what the budget parameters have been; what bins they use and where they acquired them; how they handle issues of trash contamination and dumping; and what overall challenges they have faced, successes they have achieved, and lessons they have learned.  Pat Rinehart’s input on this issue will be especially important, so we will try and make sure he can attend our meeting next month.
Kelley reported that the local community members who help maintain the dog park at Middlefork Reservoir are prepared to start helping with recycling there, as an experiment in local implementation.  
We discussed the possibility of working with Heapy Engineering, a mechanical/ electrical engineering firm from Indianapolis that specializes in sustainability work, to do free energy audits in Richmond.  This company works especially with municipalities, education, and health care, as well as some industry.  They provide their energy audit service for free, hoping it will then generate subsequent projects.  There is no comparable company in Wayne County.  We agreed to invite them to a future meeting, in July, to talk with us about the services they offer and possibly facilitate connections in the Richmond area.  Kevin can help to coordinate their visit and subsequent local outreach.  Alison will also try to schedule meetings for them with the Mayor and other relevant people on the same day when they come to speak with the Commission, if possible.
We will focus on the recycling plan in our next, June meeting.  If time allows, we will also work on the Sustainability Guide.  Curtis and Allison can’t attend on June 15, the regular June meeting date, so we will hope to move the meeting to either June 8 or June 22 (making sure if possible that we meet on a day when Pat can attend).  
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 am.
