[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  4/20/16
Members present: Joe Hellrung, Scott Hess, Curtis Healton; nominees Smirthy Ganesan, Marty Hancock,  Stephen Hughes, and Alison Zajdel; council liaison Kelley Cruse-Griffin; and community member Eric Marsh (Executive Director of Whitewater Community Television).
The meeting began at 8:33 am, in the Community Room in the City Building.
Because the City Council has not yet approved current nominees, we decided to push our election of new officers to our next Commission meeting, in May.  
Eric Marsh from Whitewater Community Television (WCTV) spoke with us about the “Environmentally Speaking” show, a supposedly monthly television show produced for the local community.  Environmentally Speaking has not been produced and aired regularly of late: only for airing.  Shows run for a maximum of 28 minutes and 30 seconds including credits.  Alison Zajdel has been functioning as host; she arranges the content and special guests, and WCTV people shoot and edit the footage and produce the shows.  Alison confirmed that while she (and the Cope Center Executive Director prior to her, Stephanie Hays Mussoni) have taken on this hosting duty (thank you Alison!), it is an Environmental Commission and not a Cope Center show.  Environmentally Speaking is normally shot on location, rather than in the studio; hence it is more weather- and facility-dependent than studio episodes, and requires more advanced planning.
We agreed that helping to produce and publicize this show is an excellent fit for the Commission’s mission and capabilities.  Shows air multiple times on WCTV, as well as being available in a “video on demand” format which can be accessed over the internet, and which we can potentially link to our website.  WCTV provides technical assistance, and we provide the content and arrange the guests.  We affirmed our commitment to help generate ideas for episodes and assist Alison in hosting as much as possible.
Eric Marsh suggested that we should try to produce at least six shows over the summer, to generate enough material for the coming year (as it will be very difficult for WCTV to do any production next fall).  He suggested shooting multiple shows on a single day, and proposed several possible dates for production.  After discussion, we eventually decided to do production work on three days—Tues. May 24, Wed. June 8, and Fri. July 15—and to try if possible to shoot three shows worth of material on each day, starting at 9 am, 11:30 am, and 2:30 pm (realizing that on some days it may only be possible to film materials for two shows).  Alison will go ahead and schedule shows for May 24 based on already existing ideas, and Commission members will generate ideas for further episodes at our next meeting.   There are already preliminary plans to film on three topics: Hills Inc.; industrial wastewater; and invasive species removal.  Because coordinating schedules can be difficult, we should begin to generate s “waiting list” of prospective topics, to film as opportunities develop.  
The suggestion came up that we might find ways to involve children in some of the episodes—either episodes specifically directed at children and children’s issue, and/ or including children as part of the “crew” for the site visit and interview team.  Children’s involvement could boost the popularity of the show and its power as community outreach.  We will continue to pursue this idea.
On another topic, Denise Retz, the new Superintendent of the Richmond Parks Department, has asked the Commission to help develop a recycling plan for Richmond’s nineteen city parks (including Elstro Plaza) and other recreational facilities, including public golf courses, the Rose Garden, the Senior Center, McBride Stadium and ball diamonds, and the city pool.  None of these facilities currently have recycling capacities, which Retz believes are needed.  LuAnne Holeva is the official Wayne County recycling coordinator (among her many other responsibilities), so we should find a way to work with her in these efforts.  We agreed that a good first step would be to find out about and contact other similar-sized cities in our area which already have effective recycling program in their park—Muncie, for instance—to learn about best practices and potential problems.  Kelley volunteered to look into this issue before our next meeting (thanks Kelley!).  Kelley also reported that she is part of a group of community members who currently help maintain the Middlefork Reservoir park, and could work with those people to help implement recycling efforts there as well.
The Commission will continue to discuss and develop more specific plans for the WCTV show and recycling in Richmond’s parks at our next, May meeting.  We will also, if time allows, continue to work on the Richmond Sustainability Guide at the next meeting: Scott will share the current draft of the guide with other Commission members prior to the meeting, for us to assess what has been done and what remains to do.
We ended the meeting by approving minutes from the Commission’s regular January, February, and March meetings, as well as the March special meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 9:25 am.
