Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  9/16/15
Members present: Dave Brown, Curtis Healton, Scott Hess, Kevin McCurdy, and Ashley Schultz. 
The meeting began at 8:35 am, at Roscoe’s Coffeehouse in Richmond.
We approved the August minutes.
In response to suggestions by the Richmond Law Department, Ashley will follow up with the Palladium Item, to make sure our meeting times are publically listed there.  She will also try to reserve the Community Room in the City Building at our regular meeting time for future months, so that we can meet in a more public space, and change the listing on the city website to reflect our new meetingplace.
The Unsafe Building Commission is going to focus on the blight elimination program over this coming year, so they will not be active with salvage efforts until after that initiative is complete.  We might still meet with them in 2015 or 2016 though, in order to start planning future initiative around salvage in advance, so that we will have a plan in place by 2017 when salvage efforts may again become possible.
The industrial waste recycling subcommittee (Curtis, Alison, and Melanie) was not able to meet this past month, but will meet over the coming month and report back to us at our next meeting.
We continued to brainstorm possible issues for our Commission to take up.  We discussed the possibility of incentivizing or bringing attention to environmentally friendly building procedures in some way, to spread awareness of sustainable building practices and encourage people to pursue them.  Some kind of regular presentation or lunch meeting series with scheduled speakers might help generate interest in this area.  It might also make sense for us to meet with EDC to discuss what kind of incentives and initiatives might be possible.
Dave met with an Earlham psychology professor, Maggie Thomas, whose class will do a study in some Richmond neighborhoods on what motivates people to recycle.  Her class will then present their findings to the Sanitation Board in December when the study has been completed; hopefully they can either present to us as well, or we can also attend that presentation.
We might help coordinate efforts in some way with Richmond park upkeep, to join recent community efforts in that area; or help organize neighborhood clean-up groups, who “adopt” various areas.
We agreed that a particularly useful next step for the Commission would be to develop a general guide to environmental resources and contacts in the Richmond area, which we would then both share with the public (posting it for instance on our website) and use for our own future efforts.  Knowing the various environment-related commissions, organizations, and positions that exist in the area and what roles they play would be very helpful, as we often find ourselves asking these questions in our own planning process.  We decided to start working on this guide at our next meeting, by brainstorming possible questions about environment-related issues, together with resources, organizations, and people that might provide help in those area.
We may be approaching the time for another community Summit, to share what we have accomplished since the last one and generate new ideas and energy for future initiatives.  Our attempt to help increase recycling since the previous Summit has born some fruit, but also probably progressed as far as we can at this point, without a major new effort such as purchasing a single stream recycling system.  Putting together a guide to environmental resources in the Richmond area would be a great first step leading into another Summit: it would help us consider who to invite to the Summit, give us something significant to share there,  and provide an excellent jumping off point for upcoming initiatives.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yelitza Garcia has had to resign from the Commission because her academic class schedule conflicts with our regular meeting times, so we need to find a new Youth member; we will take this nomination up at our next meeting.  Scott will try to make a contact at IU-East, to discover if there is a student there who would be good in this role.
Scott and Curtis will both be away at our next scheduled meeting time, Wed. Oct. 21.  Scott will check with other members to see if Wed. Oct. 14 will work as a meeting time instead next month, so that we can all attend the meeting if possible.
The meeting adjourned at 9:35 am.
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