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4-02 The City of Richmond, Unified Development Ordinance

4Planned Development (PD) District
4.01 PD District Intent, Regulations, and Prerequisites

District Intent
The Planned Development (PD) District is 

standards in order for the development to 

what would have been the result under the 

City of Richmond is to make sure the devel-
opment exceeds the quality that that would 
have resulted from traditional application of 
the zoning ordinance.  The second priority 

due to any of the following:
• A development with complex mixes of land 

uses, or mixes of land uses within buildings
• A development on a unique geological 

feature, or on a site with a notable quality 
natural features, or on a site with a notable 
quantity of natural features

• A development with a notably unique or 
innovative design

Plan Commission
• Any parcel that meets the prerequisites 

District
• The necessity for variances shall not by itself 

• The base zoning district and the City of 
Richmond Comprehensive Plan shall be 
used to determine the appropriateness of the 
dominant land use in the PD District

• The proposed development shall be a clear 

Common Council
• under no circumstance is the Common 

Council required to rezone a property as a 
PD District

• rezone a property to a PD District only after 
the Plan Commission provides a favorable 
recommendation

• require commitments that will improve the 
quality of the development

• restrict particular land uses that would not be 
appropriate for the district

• assure the development is consistent with 
the City of Richmond Comprehensive Plan

Regulations
Permitted Uses
• Predominantly in line with the permitted 

uses and special exception uses in the base 
zoning district

• Predominantly in line with the City of 
Richmond Comprehensive Plan

• Compatible with surrounding land uses (if 

developed)
• Flexible only to the extent permitted in Article 

4: Planned Development District
Development Standards
• Generally consistent with the intent of the 

base zoning district
• Predominantly in line with the City of 

Richmond Comprehensive Plan
• Compatible with surrounding land uses and 

• Flexible only to the extent permitted in Article 
4: Planned Development District

Design Standards
• Predominantly in compliance with the design 

standards in Article 7: Design Standards
• Flexible only to the extent permitted in Article 

4: Planned Development District
Construction Standards
• Fully in compliance with the City of 

Richmond's construction and engineering 
standards

Prerequisites
Ownership
• The entire property proposed for a PD 

District shall be under single ownership, or if 
multiple owners exist, a legal document shall 
be provided (e.g. contract, legal partnership, 
or corporation) indicating that all owners of 
the property support and desire to develop 
the land as a planned development.  The 
legal document or a letter signed by each 
owner shall indicate who the owners appoint 
as their representative through the process.

Site Area
• The minimum land area required for a PD 

Regulating Ordinance
• Concurrent to the process of rezoning a 

property to PD District, the developer shall 
prepare a Regulating Ordinance for review 
and approval by the Plan Commission.  The 
Regulating Ordinance shall be in a format 
provided by the Zoning Administrator

Timing of Rezoning
• A property shall not be rezoned to a PD 

Ordinance by the Plan Commission.  The 
adoption of the Regulating Ordinance shall 
occur concurrently to the rezoning of the 
property to a PD District.
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Article 4: Planned Development District

Planned Development (PD) District
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