[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  5/20/15
Members present: Dave Brown, Joe Hellrung, Scott Hess, Melanie Lennon, Ashley Schultz, Alison Zajdel, and community member Maggie Thomas.
The Meeting began at 8:30 am.
We began by discussing the possibility of bringing a new ordinance to the Richmond City Council, to regulate disposal of medical sharps.  Melanie will work on a presentation to summarize such a proposal, to present to city officials for initial input. We discussed details on how to publicize the sharps disposal program, reviewed the draft of an informational brochure, and discussed possible revisions to the brochure.  We want to clarify that the Richmond Police Department disposal program is provided only for residential, not commercial users.  
Alison briefed us on the blighted property salvage meeting.  The timetable for the current round of blight removal is too tight to institute a new salvage policy now, but we should develop a long-term policy for salvage in the future.  The priority for non-profit as opposed to for-profit access to salvage is a sensitive issue that arose in the salvage meeting, and one which needs more consideration and clarification.
Maggie Thomas, a social psychology professor at Earlham College, shared ideas and requested input about a study she hopes to do on recycling attitudes and behaviors in her Psychology of Sustainability course next fall.  She would like to have her students do a study somewhere in Richmond, measuring the impact of various form of persuasion and/ or physical modifications on recycling participation rates.  The students might then report the results of the study back to the Commission or to some other Richmond group.  Maggie asked the Commission’s input about setting up such a study.  Campaign sign recycling and/ or recycling by local bars are other possible subjects for a recycling study that she might consider.  Dave Brown will meet with Maggie sometime over the summer to help her set up her study parameters.  She invites input or suggestions anyone else might have, by email to thomama@earlham.edu.
We approved the April minutes.  Scott will send them to Ashley, to share with the City Council and post online once Council approves them.
The Meeting adjourned at 9:30 am.
