Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  2/18/15
Members present: Dave Brown, Darryl Decker, Scott Hess, Ashley Shultz, Alison Zajdel, and community members Elijah Welch and Kevin McCurdy
The Meeting began at 8:30 am.
We began by discussing our Commission membership and officers, trying to get those areas in order.  The current ordinance requires that all committee members must live in the city of Richmond, but this requirement has excluded people who work in Richmond and makes it unduly difficult to find eligible commission members—in fact, going around the room, we found that two of our current official members currently do not live in Richmond, and so should not technically be on the Commission.  We will go back to Council to request a revision to the ordinance, so that people who work in Richmond are also eligible (Alison will contact Dakota Collins to move forward with that suggestion).  We would like to propose that Kevin and Elijah become official Commission members, if the ordinance can be amended to allow people who work in Richmond also to serve.
Scheduling issues have made it impossible for have high school members on our Commission to fill the “youth” slot, so we will look to college students to fill that position  Scott will try to recruit an Earlham student for that role.  If we add a college student and two additional members (e.g. Kevin and Elijah), we will finally reach our full slate of nine members for the first time!
We talked about our need to discuss how we set our priorities and what issues we will work on.  Long term, we would like to develop our relationship with the Council better, to work more closely with them on environmental issues in order to serve the City to the best of our capacity, but we need to cultivate that relationship more actively.  We might regularly include our Commission minutes in the materials distributed to Council, for instance (by submitting them to Karen Chasteen); Ashley will check in with Karen about this possibility  Ashley also said she could post our minutes on the city website, if we want.  We also discussed creating a regular procedure for reviewing Council agendas and minutes when they are posted for the public, so that we can be more aware of environmental issues as they come up before Council.
We discussed whether it is possible for us to help in the salvaging and recycling of properties demolished for blight.  The overall issue of how to handle blighted properties is currently before the City of Richmond Law Department, but there may be a way for us to help out in this area proceses in the future.  We also discussion TV episodes currently under production, in the Cope Center’s regular series for local public television.
Dave Brown reported on a grant opportunity for indoor recycling containers, offered by Coca Cola Company and Keep America Beautiful, for which the City has applied.  Those containers could be used in Richmond community schools, as well as office space within the city.  We discussed the possibility of actually generating positive revenue from recycling, an issue Dave Brown will look into more.  Analyzing such a possibility, in relation to the overall bidding process for recycled materials, may be one productive role for our Commission.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We will work on electing officers in next month’s meeting—after asking for revision of the ordinance, so that the Commission can also include people who work but do not live within Richmond.
The Meeting adjourned at 9:35 am.
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