Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  4/15/15
[bookmark: _GoBack]Members present: Dave Brown, Darryl Decker, Yelitza Garcia, Joe Hellrung, Scott Hess, Melanie Lennon, Ashley Schultz, Alison Zajdel, and City Council liaison Kelley Cruse-Nicholson.
The Meeting began at 8:35 am.
We began by electing officers.  We elected Melanie Lennon as Chair; Dave Brown as Vice-Chair; and Scott Hess as Secretary.  We will hold future elections each December, when Commission service terms also expire.  These new officers will begin in their elected roles next month, for a term to run through December, 2015.
Melanie and Joe gave us an update on the needle recycling program.  The people Joe asked to put together an informational brochure won’t be able to finish it until after May 1st.  Melanie will be meeting with IDEM in hopes of getting them to sign off officially, to allow payment (by Johns Manville in lieu of a fine) for the pamphlet and supplies needed by the police department for the program.  Once that payment is approved, our Commission can work on coordinating the next steps and community outreach on this issue.  Melanie will bring a revised draft of the brochure text to our meeting next month; Ashley can post it online on the city website when it is completed.
Melanie gave an update of progress towards a web “bulletin board” exchange for Wayne County businesses, to allow them to list waste materials that might be reused by other area businesses, in order to facilitate local reuse and recycling.  EDC will host this exchange site on their website.
Dave Brown will update us on recycling numbers and procedures in our meeting next month.  We are hoping to move towards an automatic, single-stream recycling system eventually. Richmond will also eventually need to look into a recycling storage facility, to allow us to store recycled materials for available markets.
Can the Commission help the process of reclaiming or reusing materials from demolished, blighted properties? A range of groups have expressed interest in salvaging materials, and the City wants those groups to join together and work with a single contractor, someone with liability insurance.  Our Commission can help to coordinate that process.  Time is of the essence, as the City has a goal to take down 130 properties by December and work will begin shortly.
Kelley affirmed, in answer to a question, that it would be useful for our Commission minutes to be circulated to individual City Council members.  We will institute a new procedure of officially approving minutes at the start of each month, to make sure the minutes are accurate, and share them with City Council afterwards.
We discussed the issue of recycling or repurposing campaign signs, to keep them from going into landfills after the election.  The Commission might reach out to candidates to coordinate this initiative.
The Meeting adjourned at 9:20 am.
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