[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  9/17/14
Members present: Dave Brown, Darryl Decker, Scott Hess, Alison Zajdel, and community member Joe Hellrung.
The Meeting began at 8:12 am
We need a new Commission member to replace Elise Lynn, who has left us, and agreed Melanie Lennon (from Johns Mansfield) would be outstanding, so we will nominate her to the Richmond Council.  She has been working on developing a website for local businesses to share recyclable or unwanted materials.  We will also approach the area’s Youth Advisory Council, to try to add a youth member (Alison will ask them).  Daryl Decker will ask Melanie if she’s interested in joining the Commission and check into the procedures for getting approval from Council, as well as checking whether we have any budget (left over from the Cans for Cash campaign).
We discussed coming before Council also to update them on our activities and let them know we are here to assist with environmental issues, something we should try to do regularly (every year or so).  We might help the city recycle or mitigate environmental impacts of blighted properties, for instance.  We should send out a press release before we come before Council.  
Dave gave us a tour of the Recycling Center last month.  It is a very small space, and there are major problems with people recycling improper materials.  There are a large number of hypodermic needles included among the materials people recycle, for instance.  Lack of time and resources hinders the Sanitation Department’s ability to get out regular information to the public about recycling.  We want to help improve recycling, through public education campaigns, before pushing to expand the recycling capacity (e.g. before getting more people signed up to recycle).  Alison will reach out to Denise Johnson, in the Richmond Sanitation office, and Louann Holeva, in the Soil and Conservation Office, with our offer to help and to let them know about our ideas.  We need to make clear to the public, among other things, the difference between the business in town, The Recycling Center, and Richmond’s recycling program, since people often confuse the two.
One aspect of recycling education we can sponsor will be a billboard campaign—we might focus one billboard on not recycling hypodermic needles; one on recycling only #1 and 2 plastics; one on what materials can go in and what can’t; perhaps one on the expense saved, by keeping recyclable materials out of landfills.  It’s good to include testimonials for local people, such as someone from a bar, or from the health department.  We can develop stickers for businesses, to show their support of recycling efforts; or even buttons for bartenders to wear.  It’s also possible to include a flyer with sewer bill letters.  Stickers (for the rollers) are more expensive.
We raised the possibility of seeking a major grant, to create a single stream recycling system (so that it doesn’t have to be done by hand).
We will discuss the possibility of changing our meeting time, to get better participation.
The Meeting adjourned at 8:56 am.
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