Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  11/19/14
Members present: Dave Brown, Darryl Decker, Scott Hess, Melanie Lennon, and community member Joe Hellrung.
The Meeting began at 8 am.
We discussed the health hazard of needles in the recycling and ways we might be able to spread public awareness and reduce the problem.  We might ask nearby cities how they handle this issue.  Could we leave an information packet at the pharmacies to make clear that needles are not recyclable?  One problem is that we still don’t know what we can advise people to do with the needles (since they are medical waste, and should not be mixed in with regular garbage either).   We might establish a “community day” drop off and collection site to allow people to get rid of their used needles, similar to community e-waste days.  We could approach Reid to ask to use one of their rooms for the collection (not to provide labor, only space), for sanitation and safety reasons.  Action items: Joe will talk with a CVS pharmacist and Melanie will talk with drop-off centers in other places; Dave will talk with someone in the Richmond Police Department on how they handle community drop-off days (when they collect drugs).
[bookmark: _GoBack]We talked also about getting sponsors for billboards around Richmond, to encourage people to recycle.  We could ask B & F Plastics if they would be willing to sponsor a billboard in plastics recycling, Johns Manville to sponsor a billboard on glass recycling, etc,, as appropriate the company missions.  There might not be a clear incentive for companies to do this, apart from community service, but we can ask and see what happens.  We also talked about reaching out to downtown Richmond businesses for recycling.  We need to find ways to offer incentives to restaurants and bars to do recycling—one possibility is public recognition, listing them in a billboard or giving them a certificate to post in their window (Joe proposes “We’re a Glass Act” stickers).  Joe will talk to some area bars about this possibility. 
A reminder that our next meeting will be at 8:30 am.
The Meeting adjourned at 9: 09 am.
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