Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  6/18/14
Members present: Dave Brown, Kelley Cruse-Nicholson, Darryl Decker, Scott Hess, Elise Lynn, Alison Zajdel, Scott Zimmerman, and community member Joe Hellrung.
The Meeting began at 8:08 am
We discussed an issue with radon in the basement of the city building, of concern to the Richmond Police Department.  We would like to help if we can.  Kelley will follow up on it.
We will check in about how we can help Tony Foster with disposal and possible recycling of materials when unsafe houses are demolished.  Is it possible to put out reclamation bids, of contractors that will pay the city to salvage materials before structures are taken down?  Elise will look into the issue.
Alison met with Valerie and Amy from EDC and the Chamber of Commerce since our last meeting.  They are especially interested in the idea of setting up a website to facilitate exchange of reusable waste and/ or unneeded extra materials in the Richmond community. Valerie suggested preliminarily that EDC might host such a site on their webpage, but we can help to set it up and coordinate it in some way and subsequently promote it.  This issue is potentially “low-hanging fruit” that can have a significant impact, so well worth exploring.  Alison will follow up by connecting Valerie with Melody at John Mansville to pursue the initiative further.  
We discussed the importance of getting our own website as a Commission, which we can then link to other websites.  
We agreed that we should wait to hold another Environmental Summit until we have made significant progress on recycling, the focus from last year’s summit.  We discussed some current recycling initiatives in the city,  The Mayor’s Youth Council is now working to promote recycling within the Richmond Community School system, beginning next fall at the start of the new school year.  Earlham has contacted Dave Brown to work on recycling for the Earlham residential houses, currently in disarray (students are placing improper materials in the recycling bins).  We talked again about the Commission visiting the Richmond recycling facility—we will check into holding our next meeting there, in July.  
We discussed how to increase recycling in the bars and pubs in the area, which are currently not recycling much.  Could we connect it to some sort of incentive, such as a certificate demonstrating their participation or an October beer-oriented theme event of some sort?  Joe will look into this area and help come up with a plan.
We will return to further discussion of the idea of a Recycling Summit in our next meeting.  Such a summit would connect various businesses (especially in the Depot District and center city) with key recycling contacts (e.g. Dave Brown) to come up with and coordinate recycling initiatives.  A face-to-face summit can help greatly in generating ideas, making connections, and getting things done.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We ended by discussing Elise’s idea, which she has heard about in other communities, of having a Richmond community wall space where people can chalk up things they want to do before they die.  It is a very inexpensive initiative—all that is required is chalk and the space—that can allow people to express themselves and bring a community together in powerful ways.   
The Meeting adjourned at 8:53 am.
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