Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  12/17/14
Members present: Dave Brown, Scott Hess, and Alison Zajdel, and community members Joe Hellrung and Kevin McCurdy.  
The Meeting began at 8:30 am.
We began by discussing information we’ve found out since last meeting.  Johns Manville may be able to pay for four billboards around town to promote glass recycling (co-sponsored by Cope Center, to reduce billboard costs).  Alison will approach BMF about sponsoring plastics recycling billboards.
We found information from another town, Madison, Wisconsin, which handles sharp medical needle rccycling through a collection program at the local pharmacies.  We approached Philips Drugs, which seems open to collecting sharps; Richmond Police also seem potentially interested in working with us,  by putting out a secure box for drop-off, as they do for drugs.  Walgreen and CVS seem unaware of medical sharps recycling, but someone from CVS is going to inquire at higher levels of management.
We discussed the idea of a coordinated campaign (in March for instance) to set up billboards and distribute pamphlets on how to handle medical needles properly, to try to reduce recycling of medical sharps.  Then we could more easily gauge if the campaign is having any effects.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]We might also approach Reid Hospital, to try to get them to participate in the campaign to help encourage proper medical sharps disposal, to sponsor billboards and help distribute information about the issues to encourage medical sharps recycling.  We might also work with the pharmacies towards handing out a brochure about proper disposal, when they sell medical sharps materials.
We agreed we should check out the price of a single-stream recycling system (such as Bestway in Muncie), and what the financial savings of such a system would be over time.  We should also look into possibilities and costs associated with recycling paper.  We ought to know these things and be prepared, as future grant opportunities arise.
Alison shared a matching grant opportunity for place-based development, with applications due late January; we didn’t have any immediate plan for which we want to apply, but should be aware of this as a recurring opportunity. 
We spoke about bringing new members for formal Richmond Common Council approval, as required by our commission (Melanie and Dave).  We also need a replacement for Scott Zimmerman, who recently resigned.  We will approach Dakota Collins, to ask if he is interested in joining the Commission, to represent city government.  We also need a youth members and two more official members.  We will propose new members to nominate, in our next meeting.  In the meantime, Scott will email our council liaison, Kelley Cruse-Nicholson, about the process for bringing official nominations for approval to Common Council.
The Meeting adjourned at 9:35 am. 
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