Minutes for Richmond Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting  4/16/14
Members present: Kelley Cruse-Nicholson, Darryl Decker, Scott Hess, Kevin McCurdy, Alison Zajdel, Scott Zimmerman, and community member Melanie Lennon (Environmental and Safety Manager for Johns Manville in Richmond)
The Meeting began at 8:05 am
Melanie began by talking about issues her company faces, in relation to environment and recycling: including looking for a place to recycle their broken pallets, and getting more recycled ground-up glass for their production.  She believes there are other companies in the area that would benefit from opportunities to use local recycled materials as well.  While there is a statewide list of recycling needs and providers, but there is no such list currently for the local area.  We could provide such a list, or work with other groups to provide it, for people to coordinate such recycling locally.  There used to be a “Lean Manufacturing Group” in town, but we don’t know if it is still operative.  
We spoke of our concern, that the city should try to include recycling salvage efforts in some of the blight removal efforts currently happening.  The Environmental Commission might be able to advocate for these efforts.  The ability to demonstrate a plan for recycling/ salvage can also give the city an extra boost in applying for grants for this purpose.
We talked about concerns over manure storage regulations in the county … not specific problems at the moment, since the county seems to be handling the issue well, but general concerns to keep involved and engaged in this issue.  The state doesn’t seem to be regulating and policing this area effectively, thus raising the need to address it at a local level (especially the county).  Our Commission could make recommendation in this area for the city, though they would only apply within the city and a surrounding two-mile fringe area.  We will ask for more information about ongoing efforts and potential issues in manure storage, especially relative to water quality.  If a CAFO wanted to locate into Richmond’s two-mile fringe, they would currently need to petition for a zoning change to “intensive agriculture.”
Alison is meeting with Amy and Valerie from the EDC and Chamber of Commerce later today, and will try to set up a regular monthly meeting with them.  She will talk with them today about how the Environmental Commission can promote overall quality of life in ways that encourage businesses to move to town; as well as inquire into the state of the lean manufacturing group in town, and the EDC and Chamber’s potential involvement in a local list of recycled materials and needs (see above).  Alison will also suggest solid waste management as a potential topic for the next environmental summit (an issue we discussed in our meeting).
Scott Zimmerman spoke about SPUR’s efforts to foster trail connection in the area, with the ultimate goal after some initial planning of going to the state for funding that has become available in this area.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Meeting adjourned at 8:56 am.
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